SONG WRITING WORKSHOP


INTRODUCTION

In 2006 David Korten wrote a book entitled THE GREAT TURNING: from Empire to Earth Community. I read to you from an article with the same title, taken from YES magazine Summer 2006. This is David Korten commenting from his book…

“We face a defining choice between two contrasting models for organizing human affairs. Give them the generic names Empire and Earth Community. Absent an understanding of the history and implications of this choice, we may squander valuable time and resources on efforts to preserve or mend cultures and institutions that cannot be fixed and must be replaced.

Empire organizes by domination at all levels, from relations among nations to relations among family members. Empire brings fortune to the few, condemns the majority to misery and servitude, suppresses the creative potential of all, and appropriates much of the wealth of human societies to maintain the institutions of domination.

Earth Community, by contrast, organizes by partnership, unleashes the human potential for creative co-operation, and shares resources and surpluses for the good of all. Supporting evidence for the possibilities of Earth Community comes from the findings of quantum physics, evolutionary biology, developmental psychology, anthropology, archaeology, and religious mysticism. It was the human way before Empire; we must make a choice to re-learn how to live by its principles.

Developments distinctive to our time are telling us that Empire has reached the limits of the exploitation that people and Earth will sustain. A mounting perfect economic storm born of a convergence of peak oil, climate change, and an imbalanced U.S. economy dependent on debts it can never repoay ius poised to bring dramatic restructuring of every aspoect of modern life. We have the power to choose, however, whether the consequences play out as a terminal crisis or an epic opportunity. The Great Turning is not a prophecy. It is a possibility.”

Later on in this article he says…

“Break the silence, end the isolation, change the story

We humans live by stories. The key to making a choice for Earth Community is recognizing that the foundation of Empire’s power does not lie in its instruments of physical violence. It lies in the Empire’s ability to control the stories by which we define ourselves and our possibilities in order to perpetuate the myths on which the legitimacy of the dominator relations of Empire depend. To change the human future, we must change our defining stories.”

Paul Hawken, in his book BLESSED UNREST spends a good share of his book describing the unfolding of an untold number of movements all straining toward a new direction in civilization—toward Earth Community. He doesn’t mention all of them. How could he? They are grassroots organizations springing up everywhere. I believe one of them is CCI!

With that I point you to the Rational Objective and the Existential Aim of this session.

Rational Objective: to clearly identify the issue which is a result of human greed and/or addiction to the consume-and-throw-away lifestyle, promoted under the guise of being ‘good for the economy’ or the drive to establish and/or reinforce wealthy entitlement, resulting in injustice visited upon a person, a group of people, a geographical community, an environment, or Mother Earth in general.

Existential Aim: to put into song a message which exposes the injustice, names the victims, dares to envision a healthier alternative for the future and leaves the hearer with a message that s/he involuntarily sings to her/him self over and over again.

Contextual Comments

In the Winter 2008 issue of YES magazine you will find an article entitled “The Fine Art of Raising a Ruckus”. In the article there are what I regard to be several poignant observations.

1. “Pushing the edge of protest means opening space for creativity, experimentation, and growth. Billionaires for Bush, Reverend Billy and the Church of Stop Shopping, and other activists around the country are creating new ways to challenge consumerism, war, and empire”

2. Nicholas Lampert, an activist and radical art historian from Milwaukee, WI is quoted. “These types of actions also encourage people to think and question their own daily routine and the daily routine of the city.”

3. Larry Bogad, political theater professor of University of California at Davis is quoted. “Just as important, a spectacular, participatory, creative protest can give participants and passersby a sense of the better world we want to see, and not just what we’re against.” 

I think those observations provide a backdrop for the workshop ahead of us.

Post the R.O. and E.A

Since we’re going to experiment with song in this session I’d like to invite you to begin the session by singing a song with me. 

Procedures (Song Book provided) 

Sing a song—The Impossible Dream

Reflect on the power of song

1. what words do you remember?

2. who are the main characters/protagonists?

3. of what are you reminded—other life experiences?

4. where are you drawn into the story?

5. where are you driven away/repulsed by the story?

6. with what feelings does the song leave you?

7. what is the story/message/journey the song portrays?

8. what is the message with which you personally are left?

9. what kind of imperative lingers on for CCI?

You are members of Citizens for Community Improvement. If not, you need to sign up! What is CCI’s slogan? 

WE TALK, WE ACT, WE GET THINGS DONE!

Identification of issues of concern

1. Let’s list the kinds of topics that are currently on the table—needing to be resolved because of their negative impact on the future 

· of the State,

· of agriculture,

· of the family farm

· of the environment—water, air, soil

· of urban space

· of the economy

· of clean elections

I’ll stop there. You continue—

2. What kind of topics would you place on this list?

Build a chart Topic | Issue | 

(Once there is a Topic like CAFO, be ready to put associated Issues in the next column. If the input is another Topic, leave some space in the 2nd column for Issues related to the Topic, i.e. CAFO)

Are you familiar with the song, IMPOSSIBLE DREAM. Don Quixote is out to change the world. His effort is symbolized as chasing windmills. This song is a favorite of mine. I like it. I think you’ll like it. Lets sing it.

3. Once the Topics have been exhausted take the next step. We’ll turn to the Issues column one Topic at a time. For every Topic, exhaust the Issues column.

4. Let’s make the Issues as specific as possible. Here’s where we’ll work in small groups of 6-8 people. I would like to have you identify the Topic of your choice. Then divide into your own groups (6-8 people). We’ll give you a chart to work from. 

We want to know—

1st what the OUTCOME will be from these Issues—the Practical Results.

2nd what the DOWNSIDE of these results will be—where will we be At Risk

3rd what the ingredients of a TURN AROUND—what would it look like?

4th what some FUTURE PACING would look like—we would like to have 

· An Introduction

· A Story line

· Characters 

· How the Story unfolds

· A positive outcome 

· Some possible melodies that might carry the story.

So lets break
Choose your Topic
Get into a group of 6-8
Select a leader and a scribe
Complete steps 1-4
Put your info on a chart ready for report

YOU HAVE ______ MINUTES FOR THIS

REPORTING

Each group brings a report for a Topic
1st OUTCOME —the Practical Results.

2nd DOWNSIDE —where will we be At Risk

3rd TURN AROUND—what would it look like?

4th FUTURE PACING— 
An Introduction; A Story line; Characters; How the Story unfolds; A positive outcome; Some possible melodies that might carry the story.

At the close of each report ask for the groups’ reflection.

1. What words or phrases stand out for you?

2. Who are the main characters?

3. Where were you caught off guard?

4. Where did you say, “Yeah!” 

5. What is the kernel of truth?

6. Where were you moved to action?

7. If this group were to create a song about this story, what words or phrases would you emphasize?

8. Let’s celebrate this report and sing a song. Who would like to choose a song? (from the Song Book)

RETURN TO GROUPS 

1. What melodies does this story bring to mind?

2. List the melodies. Choose one to focus on.

3. Brainstorm out the words or phrases that might be used

4. Create a verse (or verses)

5. Create a chorus (This may well be the ‘catchy’ part that will be sung/hummed by those who hear the song so it needs to be easy and positive so that it will change existing ‘mind-tapes’.)

YOU HAVE ______ MINUTES FOR THIS

RETURN TO MAIN GROUP

Sing the song.

Celebrate

1. Where would you sing this—sites/events/occasions where this song might be sung?

2. What props would you need or costume you’d wear?

3. At what sites/events/occasions would you sing this song?

TIME TO MAKE ASSIGNMENTS!

1. Identify volunteers who will to be the Chorus 

2. Identify events 

3. Make assignments for upcoming sites/events/occasions.

Evaluation

1. Imagine that you had a video camera on this session, and could play it back, what scenes flash through your mind?

2. Where were you reminded of other experiences you’ve had?

3. What appealed to you (highlights)?

4. What needed improvement (low points)?

5. How would you do this differently next time?

6. What did we do here in this session (post the title on a marquis)?

7. Where do we, as a group, go from here?

8. Where do you, as an individual, go from here?
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