A PARAPHRASE OF THE TRADITIONAL 
FORM OF SOLEMNIZATION 
OF HOLY MATRIMONY

At the day and time appointed the persons to be married shall gather with their friends and neighbors and the representative of the Church shall give a Context addressed to the community.


Dearly beloved, we are conscious of the Universe Itself and the entire course of history as we gather in this particular place in the presence of this group of people to participate in a new historical creation, the joining of this man and this woman in Holy Matrimony, which is a mysterious relationship, reflecting each individual’s struggle with God, and signifying to us the relationship which the Christ has with the company of Free Responsible Persons.  Which mysterious relationship Jesus demonstrated with his presence and transforming an ordinary event into a spirited celebration which he accomplished in Cana of Galilee, and is commended by St. Paul to be honored among all people.  And therefore, is not to be entered into without seeking qualified advice and experienced counsel, without serious thought, but in fear and fascination, sober reflection on the consequences, and in lucid consciousness of the limits and possibilities of the Way Life Is.  Into this awesome venture these two persons present come now to be confirmed in their decision.  If any person can show valid reason why we may not responsibly join in creating this new relationship, let them now speak or forever be committed to sustaining this married couple in their struggle.
Now speaking to the two persons who are to be married.

I would warn you both that this is a decision about your selfhood, as certainly as the day will come when, if you have not freely decided, it will be revealed that you held reservation, that if there are any reservations, actual legal impediments, or any other reasons why you may not decide to be united in common purpose, that you now confess it.  Know now that the only basis for making such a decision is reliance in faith that all life is Good, that your individual lives are received just as they are, that your pasts, however difficult you find it to forgive yourselves, are approved and that all is possible in a future that is open for you to create from this moment.  And if you enter upon this decision on any other understanding you have decided to have some other relationship, not that of marriage.

The Minister, if he has reason to doubt the authenticity of the couple’s decision may, as representative of the Church, refuse to proceed further.  But if no impediments are alleged, or suspected, he shall ask these questions of the man and woman in his role as representing the People of God.


N., Will you have this woman(man) to be your wife(husband, to live together out of the understanding that All is possible and that there is no relationship which cannot be lived victoriously and creatively?  Will you decide to expose her(him) when she(he) escapes into illusions, giving her(him) permission to live her(his) own life, will you enable her(him) to live authentically, to keep her(his) own conscience, to struggle her(his) no’s and yes’s within the relationship, will you care for her(him) regardless of health; and preserving the mystery of this relationship will you engage with your whole self with her(him) only, forsaking all others to whom you will be attracted, and will you continually make this decision from this day hence?

Then the Minister will ask.


Who will symbolize the relinquishing of past primary covenants which have bound this man and woman by freeing them to create this new responsibility?

Then shall the man and woman give their “true-oath” to each other, deciding to be a new relationship in history.


I, N., take thee, N., to be my wife(husband), without any guarantees except the struggle from this moment on, in the midst of all adversity and good fortune, sickness or health, to demand selfhood of you and to care for you as if you were myself according to God’s promise that it is possible to relate in thanksgiving to all of life and to this relationship in particular, and I now dare to risk everything in this decision.

Following the exchange, the couple may give one another rings to symbolize the sexual nature of the relationship, saying to one another.

With this Symbol of my body, I thee wed.  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

The Blessing of the rings may be.


Bless, O Lord, this symbol of the earthy and concrete struggle which ensues in this relationship, may these two not weary of their responsibility to engage creatively to life’s end.  Amen.

There follows prayers taking responsibility for the New Creation.


1st Prayer:
The prayer for and by the historical Church.


2nd Prayer:
The prayer for the Couple, for strength to persevere in marriage.

3rd Prayer:
The prayer that, if history demands it, the marriage relationship might be fruitful and creative.

4th Prayer:
The prayer for the new family and home as an Ecclesiola, “Little Church.”

Then the Minister joins the couple by their hands and addressing himself to the Universe proclaims:


Those whom the Mystery has brought into one thrust in history let no one willfully separate.

Then speaking to the company assembled, the Minister presents the Couple.


Since N. and N. have created in fear and fascination a new relationship and have testified to its reality before the Universe and this particular company, and have risked their whole selves in making this decision each to the other, and have declared it symbolically in its concreteness and sexuality, the Church now joins them in their decision, giving permission of the People of God for them to live together as man and wife and taking responsibility for them in this new creation.  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Couple kneeling, the Minister adds a blessing sending out the couple and the company.


The Lord be with you.  Amen. 
…from the marriage document of Pauline and Rod Rippel
