A CELEBRATION

OF THE COMPLETED LIFE OF ROBERT BRIAN STANFIELD

(turn symbol)

4TH July, 1931 – 8th June, 2006
Short quotes from the emails of many friends around the world:
"Far from being desireless -- look at Gandhi, Catherine of Sienna, St.Theresa, St. Francis -- the man or woman who realizes God has yoked all passions to the over-riding desire to give and love and serve. In that unification we can see not the extinction of personality but its full blossoming." 

 Eknath Easwaren: Introduction to The Bhagavad Gita.  




Mariam and Stan Gibson, Toronto

“As it is remembered from 1968, Brian, one day, ‘just turned up on the doorstep’ at the Sydney Religious House – he’d come to stay!  That was the measure of the man – no fuss, no fanfare of trumpets, just the resolve that something needed to happen, and then to get to it, so that it did happen”.    





Jim and Isobel Bishop, Sydney
“In that small frame housed a giant of a spirit who cared and is caring 

for the spirit movement even now.  His tenacity and clear thinking is

instilled in me”.




Ray Caruso, USA. 

“By our very births we claim our right to the passage to the Greater

Light”.




Mary and Cyprian D’Souza
“Brian had the sort of integrity, imagination and dependability that are

indeed rare on this earth”.


Gene Marshall, USA

“Absolutely the best performer of “Zorba’s Dance” on the big refectory

table in the collegium room at 1 Regent St Paddington.





    
Steve Rhea, Houston.

“I still have that long wooden cobra snake that you gave me when I 

was a boy in Chicago.  When my sons ask me about it, they learn 

about you and how special a godfather can be”.






Ben Crocker USA

“I came to your shore as a stranger, I lived in your house as a guest,

I leave your door as a friend, my earth.  




R. Tagore  from Lynda and John Cock, USA

1. 
It is appropriate that Father Charles should bring this time to a conclusion. He and Sister Claire have been watchful pastors to Brian and Jeanette particularly in this past year.  He was with us on the morning Brian died and spoke to our spirits. When he pronounces the Benediction we will sing “Journey on”, this was an Aboriginal song taught to our group round about 1969.  

Father Charles.   



Readings of Scripture



A homily



Prayers



A Benediction.

A song:



JOURNEY ON
Tune: From Elcho Island



Journey on, journey on, all Humankind



Future is waiting for you.



Struggling. stumbling, all the life through.



Future is waiting for you.



Hum the tune 



Opportunities, opportunities. all in your hand.



Our minds are limited to foretell.



All of your own, and nature of unseen.

       Future is waiting for you.



Hum the tune 



Journey on journey on all Humankind.

Future is waiting for you.
All are invited to afternoon tea in the refectory. 

6.

Quote c:
“O for the wonder that bubbles into my soul, 


I would be a good fountain, a good well-head,


Would blur no whisper, spoil no expression”






D.H. Lawrence

Phase IV: “Research and Writing”



(Rhonda Robins will read)

Quote d:


 “Through the windows of my house I allow all of the cultures of the world to enter.”






Mahatma Gandhi
The Postlude: “Coming Home” 

(Jeanette Stanfield will present)


Quote e:


“Dance like no one is watching,


Love like you’ll never be hurt,


Sing like no one is listening,


Live like it’s heaven on earth”  






William Purkey
A song:
   ON A CLEAR DAY



On a clear day, rise and look around you,



And you’ll see who you are.



On a clear day, how it will astound you,


That the glow of your being outshines every star.



You feel part of ev’ry mountain, sea and shore.



You can hear from far and near,



A world you’ve never heard before.


And on a clear day, on that clear day,



You can see forever, and ever, and evermore.

5.

We are here today to give thanks for the life of Robert Brian Stanfield. We are here to represent many colleagues from around the world who sorrow yet rejoice with us today.  We are here because our lives have all been touched by one of life’s spiritual giants who now enters the ‘cloud of witnesses’ of God’s faithful people.


The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away


Blessed be the name of the Lord

A song: 
        JOYFUL, JOYFUL
Joyful, joyful, we adore you,


God of glory, God of love;


hearts unfold like flowers before you


opening to the sun above,


melt the clouds of sin and sadness,


drive the doubt of dark away;


Giver of immortal gladness,


fill us with the light of day.


All your works with joy surround you,


earth and heav’n reflect your rays,


stars and angels sing around you,


centre of unbroken praise.


Field and forest, vale and mountain,


flowery meadow, flashing sea,


singing bird and flowing fountain


call to praise you joyfully.


You are giving and forgiving,

ever blessing, ever blest,

well-spring of the joy of living,


ocean-depths of happy rest,


you our Father, Christ our brother,


all are yours who live in love;


teach us how to love each other,


lift us to your joy above.





Henry Van Dyke
2. 


It seems appropriate that we take time this afternoon to bring to our common memory the complex story of Brian’s life. 


An opportunity to reflect on who we represent.


The Book of Brian’s Life:

There seem to be four chapters to Brian’s book, and, as he was wont to do, there is a postlude.  Four people are appointed to briefly summarize each chapter and after each reading there will be a little time for others to contribute as they desire.  

At the end of each phase, a quote will be read from Brian’s “Daily Journal”, a companion to his major work, “The Courage to Lead”.

Phase I: “Brian’s early years” 



(Margaret Oakley will read) 


Quote a:


Anne Frank said, “How wonderful it is that nobody needs to wait a single moment before starting to improve the world”.

Phase II:  “Brian the Religious”



(Katrin Ogilvy will read)


Quote b: 

“Enough of us know that the ship is going down.  Some of us are actively looking for the exits.  Some of us are working to change our collective consciousness, our behaviours, our institutions”.  

Sharif Abdullah.

3. 

A Song:
     THOSE WHO WAIT ON THE LORD 

Based on Isaiah 40:31



Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength.



They shall mount up on wings as eagles, 

They shall run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not faint, 
Help us, Lord, Help us, Lord, in thy way. 



Those who love the Mystery shall renew their strength. 



They shall mount up on wings as eagles, 

They shall run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not faint, 
Help us, Lord, Help us, Lord, in thy way. 



Those who live the risen life shall renew their strength. 



They shall mount up on wings as eagles, 

They shall run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not faint, 
Help us, Lord, Help us, Lord, in thy way. 

Those who serve the suffering world shall renew their strength. They shall mount up on wings as eagles, 

They shall run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not faint, 
Help us, Lord, Help us, Lord, in thy way. 



Those who die on the march shall renew their strength. 



They shall mount up on wings as eagles, 

They shall run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not faint, 
Help us, Lord, Help us, Lord, in thy way. 

Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength.

They shall mount up on wings as eagles, 

They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint, Help us, Lord, Help us, Lord, in thy way


Phase III:  “Brian the Teacher”


          (Barry Oakley will read)
4.
